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Facebook’s Internet.org announce winners
of Innovation challenge in India

The winners of Facebook's Internet.org Innovation Challenge in India were announced on Tuesday.
Winners will get $2,50,000, and Facebook has picked 12 people in four categories.
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The winners of Facebook's Internet.org Innovation Challenge in India were

announced on Tuesday. Winners will get $2,50,000, and Facebook has picked 12
innovators across four categories: Farmers, Women, Students and Migrants. Rahul Gandhi links Dalit
killings in Haryana to PM
Modi's ‘attitude’

Four people in each category were awarded the Innovation Challenge Award and

two out of these have been given the Impact Award. The challenge was to design ndis

. Mumbai: Shiv Sena poster
apps, website, service or generate ideas which would help in connecting people shows PM Modi bowing
across India to the Internet. before Bal Thackeray,

taken down
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The Innovation Award winners in the Farmer category was eKutir, an app that protests continue
provides farmers with tools and resources and other necessary help during

farming. mySangham won the prize in Women category. The app provides ndia
North Indians enjoy
breaking rules’: Kiren Rijiju
agrees with former Delhi
LG's statement

vocational training for women empowerment in various identified communities

and villages.

BodhaGuru won in the students category and it creates self-learning products, Emenainment
Mira is a bigger star than
Shahid Kapoor and Alia

i Bhatt: Vikas Bahl

apps, videos and a book publishing platform to make learning interesting for

children from KG till class 8

Helper4U was declared the winner in the Migrants category. The app creates an
online database of jobs that match semi-skilled migrants in specific categories

with potential employers.

Two Impact Award prizes were declared in each category and Farmily and
Farmalytics won the same in the Farmer category. While, Farmily enables
farmers to reach new buyers and negotiate prices for their products; Farmalytics

aims to make precision farming easy with the help of sensor technology.

Embrace Angel and Rang de Habba won the Impact Award prizes in the Women
category. The first provides healthcare in rural areas by medical professionals

and the second supports women artisans.

In the student category, Fundamentor won the Impact Award. It helps class 9
students in increasing their analytical, verbal, reasoning skills via games.
LetsIntern is the second app to win in the student category and it provide

students from 2 and 3 tier cities with internship opportunities.

In the Migrants category, the first Impact Award was announced for Mygram,
which helps in securing the digital identity of migrants by sending them a

message on their phones whenever they receive an e-mail. The second winner
was mHS City Labs, which provides technical assistance to migrants who may

lack guidance on basic engineering workmanship.

The challenge was judged by Arun Bansal (SVP & Head of Radio, Ericsson), Chris
Daniels (VP, Internet.org/Facebook), Ameet Suri (Partnerships Manager,

Internet.org/Facebook), Raj Talluri (SVP of Product Management, Qualcomm).

http://indianexpress.com/article/technology/tech-news-technology/facebooks-internet-org-announce-
winners-of-innovation-challenge-in-india/
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After hosting PM Narendra Modi at Facebook's headquarters in Menlo Park last month, Mark
' £aldbngas Zuckerberg is headed to India again. During his visit, Zuckerberg will be hosting another town hall in IIT
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Here's the complete list of winners of Internet.org Innovation Challenge:

Students: i EINEWS |

BodhaGuru (Innovation Challenge Award Winner): It focuses on ¢

e thinking among children with the help of story

eloping

ng via videos, books

mobile based learning apps. The platform is designed to make learning interest

G to 8t grade

Fundamentor (Impact Award Winner): This service is designed to help children

from thi

dto ninth grade to develop e

ing, analytical and t

nking
skills via gamification.

Letsintern (Impact Award Winner): Aft
ok for

bllege or mid-way throl

raduation, a lot of students of

rnship to gain knowledge and

experience. Letsinter taps on to provide students with internship opportunities. Itis .

1al that s designed to connect students with small and medium sized

businesses.

Women: SO

mySangham (Innovation Challenge Award): A step towards women empowerment

n 100 initially ider

d communities and villages. this onli
T

ocial and economic stability of the country

building service also aims tov

Embrace Angel (Impact Award Winner): Its an app designed to help medical and

healthcare professionals to offer extended support for neo-natal care, especially the

tier 2/3 markets at a distant locations,

Rang de Habba (Impact Award Winner): It's essentially an ecommerce portal t

ards women empowerment. It offers lo artisans with a platforr

10 showcase and sell their products. The main goa Is portal is to Increase
value retention of local artisans and promate their hard work, rather than promoting

commercial brands

Farmers:

eKutir (Innovation Challenge Award Winner): In India, due to lack of knowledge,

toois and resources, a lot of markers aren’t able to make the most of the

ifecycle. This is where eKutir helps them with knowledge from crop selection to

s the f

mented system into a

nurture and sales process. This service con:
connected and collaborative distributed model, thus empowering farmers and

communities.

Farmily (Impact Award Winner): More often than not, farmers aren't able to make

viddle-man. The Farmily

ts due to the involvement of
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Farmalytics (Impact Award Winner): We're in the 21st century, with dependence

on automated technologies, yet, farming is stillfollowing the age old methods. The

Farmalytics portal aims towards precision farming by providing farmers with robust

of the art sensor technol ake data.

thus helping them

driven decisions like other businesses.

Migrants:

Helper4U (Innovation Challenge Award Winner): It's an online jobs d

portal that s designed to match and present semi-skilled migrants in to potential

easy find jobs. The portal also

of employee's salary
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users who are new to internet. So, when someone wants to send them an email, it
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emall as an SMS with the link ta open that
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New Delhi, India, October 21, 2015: The Internet.org Innovation Challenge in India supports Facebook’s vision
of a connected world by recognizing people who are working to make the internet more relevant to women,
students, farmers and migrant workers in India. Facebook’s goal is to encourage the development of apps,

websites and online services that prov eal value for the members of these important communities.

In India, only 18 percent of the population has access to the internet. To bring one billion people in India
online, the internet needs to be accessible, affordable and help the people to understand the possibilities

available to them online.
ober 21, 2015 fechnuter

Facebook is presenting four $250,000 USD Innovation Challenge Award prizes: one to the leading app,
website, service or idea that best meets the needs of each of the designated population categories, and two
$25,000 USD Impact Award prizes have been granted in each catego

Facebook has announced the 12 winners across four categories: Farmers, Migrants, Students and
Women. The winners are:

Farmers

Innovation Challenge Award Winner: eKutir, provides farmers with tools and resources to support them
throughout the entire farming lifecycle, from crop selection to the nurture and sales process. The service
empowers farmers and communities by converting a fragmented system into a collaborated and connected

distributed model.

Impact Award Winner: Farmily, enables farmers to reach new buyers and negotiate better price

agricultural produce. Disintermediation of the middle-man in the farmer and buyer interface.

Impact Award Winner: Farmalytics, s to make Precision Farming easy and affordable by providing state of
the art sensor technology with robust Analytics to help farmers make data driven decisions like every other

business of the 21st century

Women

Innovation Challenge Award Winner: mySangham, provides vocational training and skill building geared for
women empowerment in 100 initial identified villages and communities. The service aims to strengthen the
economic and social stability of the nation by empowering India's masses with vocational skills in a fast paced,

cost-effective, scalable way through an online platform.

Impact Award Winner: Embrace Angel, harnesses the power of mobile, internet, sensor, and big-data
technologies to cater to the need for neo-natal care in non-urban (tier 2/3 markets), where an app allows
healthcare and medical professionals to extend their support from a central set of pooled resources to distant

locations. Breaking News

Impact Award Winner: Rang de Habba, an eStorefront for ethnic products, with a focus on supporting local
women artisans. The goal is to also increase the value retention to the artisans who are otherwise exploited

by more commercial brands and platforms, popular in the market

st
Innovation Challenge Award Winner: BodhaGuru, creates self-learning products, immersive mobile based
learning apps, videos and a book publishing platform to make learning for children from KG to 8th grade

interesting, relevant and affordable. Focuses on developing creative thinking in children through storytelling.

Impact Award Winner: Fundamentor, uses gamification to build and instill | s for young children in

third through ninth grade. The service focuses on analytical, verbal, reasoning and critical thinking skills.

Impact Award Winner: LetsIntern, provides students from tier 2-3 cities with internship opportunities by
connectir em with small to media sizes ine porta

Migrants
Innovation Challenge Award Winner: Helper4U, an online da se of jobs that matches semi-skilled

migrants in specific categories with potential employers. Focused on tackling a large need to create

transparency, and help migrants workers find jobs by cutting out the middleman who take a large portion of Review of Sony Xperia C4
their salary as commission.

Impact Award Winner: Mygram, empowers migrants by helping them secure a digital identity. The SMS-based Review of Sony Xperi.. @ <

email service is targeted for users who are new to the internet. Whenever somebody sends you an email, you
will receive an SMS with a link to that mail. Their email address is <your-phone-number>@mygram.in

Impact Award Winner: mHS City Labs, provides a online repository of resources and technical tools for
migrants who are involved in low-cost construction and may lack guidance on basic engineering

workmanship. Goal is to improve thel Il set through how-to tutorials,
The challenge was judged by:

= Arun Bansal, SVP & Head of Radio, Ericsson
Chris Daniels, VP, Internet.org/Facebook
Ameet Suri, Partnerships Manager, Internet.org/Facebook
Raj Talluri, SVP of Product Management, Qualcomm
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Facebook’s Internet.org announce winners of Innovation challenge in India

Facebook 's Internet.org has announced winners of its Innovation Challenge in India. (Source:Reuters)

The winners of Facebook’s Internet.org Innovation Challenge in India were announced on Tuesday. Winners will
get $2,50,000, and Facebook has picked 12 innovators across four categories: Farmers, Women, Students and
Migrants.

Four people in each category were awarded the Innovation Challenge Award and two out of these have been
given the Impact Award. The challenge was to design apps. website, service or generate ideas which would help
in connecting people across India to the Internet.

[related posts]

The Innovation Award winners in the Farmer category was eKutir, an app that provides farmers with tools and
resources and other necessary help during farming. mySangham won the prize in Women category. The app
provides vocational training for women empowerment in various identified communities and villages.
BodhaGuru won in the students category and it creates self-learning products, apps. videos and a book
publishing platform to make learning interesting for children from KG till class 8

Helper4U was declared the winner in the Migrants category. The app creates an online database of jobs that
match semi-skilled migrants in specific categories with potential employers.

Two Impact Award prizes were declared in each category and Farmily and Farmalytics won the same in the
Farmer category. While, Farmily enables farmers to reach new buyers and negotiate prices for their products:
Farmalytics aims to make precision farming easy with the help of sensor technology

Embrace Angel and Rang de Habba won the Impact Award prizes in the Women category. The first provides
healthcare in rural areas by medical professionals and the second supports women artisans.

In the student category, Fundamentor won the Impact Award. It helps class 9 students in increasing their
analytical, verbal, reasoning skills via games. LetsIntern is the second app to win in the student category and it
provide students from 2 and 3 tier cities with internship opportunities

In the Migrants category. the first Impact Award was announced for Mygram. which helps in securing the digital
identity of migrants by sending them a message on their phones whenever they receive an e-mail. The second
winner was mHS City Labs. which provides technical assistance to migrants who may lack guidance on basic
engineering workmanship.

The challenge was judged by Arun Bansal (SVP & Head of Radio. Ericsson). Chris Daniels (VP,
Internet.org/Facebook). Ameet Suri (Partnerships Manager. Internet.org/Facebook). Raj Talluri (SVP of Product
Management, Qualcomm).
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Facebook’s Internet.org has announced winners of its Innovation

Challenge in India. (Source:Reuters) The winners of Facebook’s Back to the Future Day: A look at
Internet.org Innovation Challenge in India were announced on our technology in 2045
Tuesday. Winners will get $2,50,000, and Facebook has picked 12 i i
innovators across four categories: Farmers,...
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The Intemet.org Innovation Challenge in India supports Facebook's vision of a connected world by recognizing people who are

working to make the intemet more

and migrant workers in India.

affordable.

New Delhi, India, October 21, 2015: TheIntemnet.orgInnovation Challenge in India supports Facebooksvision of a
connected world by recognizing people who are working to make the intemet more relevant to women, students, farmers

Innovation Challenge Award Winner:eKutir, provides farmers with tools and resources to support them throughout the
entire farming lifecycle, from crop selection to the nurture and sales process.
Innovation Challenge Award Winner:mySangham, provides vocational training and skill building geared for women
empowerment in 100 initial identified villages and communities.
Innovation Challenge Award Winner:BodhaGuru, creates self-leaming products, immersive mobile based leaming apps,
videos and a book publishing platform to make leaming for children from KG to 8th grade interesting, relevant and
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tech news today

Facebook continues fight for ‘free internet’ in India, hands
$1.2M to local startups

Facebook tried to bring “free" intemet to India several months ago and was shot down for its
violation of net neutrality. Intemet.org was seen as the company’s way of endorsing specific
sites for those who were signed up for the scheme. Essentially, critics explained, Intemet.org
would tum the intemet into a series. of subscription-based channels and the grand, utopian
vision that the 215t century held for the possibilites of the world wide web would be gone

Life without net neutrality is colorless =

In response, Facebook last month rensmed Oregen Oveet Haroas Ousd: 80
Intemet.org to “Free basics” and opened up the
AP1 to allow other developers to create apps that
would work with its scheme,

Witcher 3 Hearts Of Stons Side
The social network company also launched the e, Tstowry Hhats Coairichs
Innovation Challenge, an
the development of apps that would work with
Internet.org. The challenge was split up into four
categories of people that Facebook decided could

ative to encourage
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Facebook today presented one USD$250,000 Innovation Challenge award and two
US$25,000 Impact awards across each of the four categories. The company handed out a
total of US$1.2 millon. Here's the list of 12 winners: 40 Semarthooe ket Takes o
a8 Telocom OpertorsDrve Mcble
Broadband
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The Innovation Challenge Award for farming was presented to Ekutir, which supplies farmers
with information on how to enhance their faming practices. It includes 3 tool that analyzes

drmeriess.
sil and 3 program that provides information on crops, sod type, seed selection, and best
practices for seed preparation.
& LONexus S and V10 Suface Price
I 10 Launch Erents

Meanwhile, Farmily, a social marketplace for farmers, and Farmalytics, which uses things
like 5ol sensors to provide analytics about farms, both won Impact Awards. "

Women's category

The Innovation Challenge Award for women was won by MySangham, a crowdsourcing
platform for skl development. Tt allows job-seeking women to leam new skills from or
courses and connect with interested employers.

e

The two Impact Awards were won by Embrace Angel and Rang de Habba. Embrace Angel is
an app that helps improve newbor care by providing access to online hubs of pediatricians
across India and selling baby products. Rang de Habba is an online store for artisanal
craftswomen to sell their goods.

Students category

BodhaGuru provides children from kindergarten to the 8th grade with self-leaming products,
leaming apps, and videos. Its focus is on developing creative thinking through storytelling. It
nabbed the Innovation Challenge Award in this category.

The Impact Awards went to Fundementor and Letsintem. The first uses gamification to teach
analytical, verbal, reasoning, and critical thinking skills to young children in grades three
through nine; the other is a portal that comects students from smalle cities with intemship
opportunities

Migrants category

HelperdU won the Tnnovation Challenge award in the migrants category. It is a job portal for
semi-skilled migrants and focuses on removing the middiemen from employment
interactions.

For the Impact Awards, Mygram and mHS City Lab emerged as winners.

Mygram is an SMS-based email service that informs people through text when they receive
an email and creates a unique maing address at @mygram.in. The startup focuses on

helping migrants establish their digital identity.

mHS City Labs is a database of resources, tutorials, and technical tools to help those
involved in low-cost construction improve their skills.

Will these apps help make Facebook’s “Free Basics™ more neutral? Or does it still continue to
violate net neutrality?

Source: techinasia.com
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http://tech01.us/asia/facebook-continues-fight-for-free-internet-in-india-hands-1-2m-to-local-startups-
2015-10-21
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October 21,2015: Facebook Inc. had landed in a controversy in India over its push for Internet.org, DEALSTREETASIA

which was accused by critics of undermining net neutrality. Undeterred, it renamed Internet.org to

‘Free Basics’ and opened up the API for developers who would make apps in that ecosystem. IS HIRING

It has been encouraging startups to work towards that by holding the Innovation Challenge, in which
B . X for Editorial and Sales & Marketing roles
software companies made apps that would work with Internet.org. and get help from Facebook’s in Singapore, Hong Kong, Myanmar & Indonesia

online tools.
click to apply

The competition was launched last October, when Facebook founder and CEO Mark Zuckerberg was

visiting India.

Today, the world's biggest social network presented one $250,000 award under the Challenge and Follow DealStreetAsia

four Impact Awards worth $25,000 each, across four categories — Farmers, Women, Students and

- =TT

Here are all the winners:

Farmers: The winners of the innovation challenge was Ekutir, which provides information to farmers DealStreetAsia Daily Brief

on soil, crops, and seed selection. Farmily, a social marketplace for farmers, and Farmalytics, which

converts soil information into analytics. Signup to receive the best of our content every day
in your inbox.
Womens: MySangham, a crowdsourcing platform for skill development, won the innovation

challenge. Women can use the platform to learn new skills and connect with potential employers. The

Impact awards were won by Embrace Angel, an app that allows parents of newborns to access hubs of

pediatricians and buy baby products, and Rang de Habba, an online marketplace for traditional h Q
artisans and craftsmen.

Students: The winner of the Innovation Challenge was BodhaGuru, which provides school kids up to

eighth grade with self-learning tools such as apps and videos to develop creative thinking. Impact Sponsored Company News, —EN

5 g2 < 3 o g i BusinessWire
awards were won by Fundementor, which uses gamification to teach analytical and critical thinking Powered by Business Wire

skills to children in school, and LetsIntern, which connects students to internship opportunities in
bigger cities.

Migrants: The innovation challenge was won by Helper4U, a site that brings migrants and employers
together. Mygram, a site that helps provide a digital identity through SMS-based email accounts to
migrants, and mHS City Lab, a database of resources and tools to help migrants in the construction
industry learn new skills, won the Impact Awards.

The awards have been announced just before Zuckerburg's second visit to India, during which he will
hold a town hall event in IIT Delhi on October 28.

Also read:
Facebook updates News Feed to accommodate weak connections
Facebook to launch satellite to expand Internet access in Africa

Internet.org or Facebook Free Basics: Do read the fine print

LT ocebook | Fcebookinpac Avors | Focebook i | Fceok innovtion chlenge | Freasics | nermetos

ABOUTUS ADVERTISEWITHUS CONTACTUS PRIVACYPOLICY CAREERS Design: PixelV) & Development: F

http://www.dealstreetasia.com/stories/india-facebook-gives-away-1-2m-to-12-startups-in-
innovation-challenge-16568/
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Internet.org announces Innovation Challenge
winners in India

Wednesday 21 October 2015 | 1230 CET | News
The Internet.org Innovation Challenge In India supports the vision of a connected world by
recognizing people who are working o make the internet more relevant to women, students,
farmers and migrant workers in India. The initiative Is designed o encourage the development
of apps. websiles and online services that provide real value for the members of these
communities

Internet org has announced the 12 winners across four categories: Farmers, Migrants.
Students and Women. Four USD 250,000innovation Challenge Award prizes were presented
one to the leading app, website, service or idea that best meets the needs of each of the
designated population categories, and two USD 25,000 USD Impact Award prizes have been
granted in each category.

For the ‘Farmers' category, the Innovation Challenge Award Winner was eKutir, which provides
farmers with tools and resources to support them throughout the entire farming ifecycle, from
crop selection to the nurture and sales process. The service empowers farmers and
communities by converting a fragmented system into a collaborated and connected distributed
model.

The Impact Award Winner was Farmiy. which enables farmers to reach new buyers and
negotiate better prices for agricultural produce. Disintermediation of the middie-man in the
farmer and buyer interface. The Impact Award Winner was Farmalytics, which aims to make
Precision Farming easy and affordable by providing state of the art sensor technology with
robust Analytics to help farmers make data driven decisions like every other business of the
21st century

In the ‘Women' category, the Innovation Challenge Award Winner was mySangham, providing
vocational training and skill building geared for women empawerment in 100 iniial identified
vilages and communities. The Impact Award Winner was Embrace Angel, which leverages the
‘power of mobile. intenet. sensor, and big-data technalogies to cater to the need for neo-natal
care in non-urban (tier 2/3 markets). where an app allows healthcare and medical
professionals to extend their support from a central set of pooled resources to distant
focations. The Impact Award Winner was Rang de Habba, an eStorefront for ethnic products

In the "Students’ category, the Innovation Challenge Award Winner was BodhaGury, creating
selt-learning products, immersive mobile based learning apps. videos and a book publishing
platform to make learning for children from KG 1o 8th grade interesting, relevant and
affordable. The Impact Award Winner was Fundamentor, using gamification to buiid and instil
Iite skills for young children In third through ninth grade. The Impact Award Winner was
Letsintern, providing students from tier 2-3 cities with intemship opportunities by connecting
them with small to media sized businesses via an online portal

In the ‘Migrants' ategory. the Innovation Challenge Award went to Helper4U, an online
database of jobs that matches semi-skilled migrants in specific categories with potential
empioyers. The Impact Award Winner was Mygram. empowering migrants by helping them
secure a digital identity. The Impact Award Winner was mHS City Labs, providing a online
repository of resources and technical tools for migrants who are involved in low-cost
construction and may lack guidance on basic engineering workmanship.
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@ internet.org by facebook

Oct. 20, 2015
Announcing the Winners of the Internet.org Innovation
Challenge in Indi

The Internet org Innovation Challenge in India supports

our vision of a connected world by recognizing people who are
working to make the internet more relevant to women.
students, farmers and migrant workers in India. Our goal is to
encourage the development of apps. websites and online
services that provide real value for the members of these
important communities.

in India, only 18 percent of the population has access to the
internet. Ta bring one billion people In India online, the internet
needs to be accessible, affordable and, most importantly, we
need to help people understand the possibiliies avaitable to
them online. Each of the submissions we received has a part in
creating a connected India and we are excited to announce the
12 winners across four categories. Farmers, Migrants
Students and Women

We are presenting four $250,000 USD Innovation Challenge
Award prizes: one to the leading app. webslte, service or idea
that best mests the needs of each of the designated
population categories, and two $25,000 USD Impact Award
prizes have been granted in each category. The winners are:

Farmers
Innovation Challenge Award - eKutir, provides
farmers with tools and resources to support them throughout
the entire farming litecycle, from crop selection to the nurture
and sales process. The service empowers farmers and
communities by converting a fragmented system into a
collaborated and connected distributed model

Impact Award Winner: Eamily, enables farmers to reach
new buyers and negotiate better prices for agricultural
produce. Disintermediation of the middie-man in the farmer
and buyer interface.

Impact Award Winner: Farmalytics. aims to make Precision
Farming easy and affordable by providing state of the art
sensor technology with robust Analytics o help farmers make
data driven decisions like every other business of the 21st
century

Women

innovation Challenge Award Winner: mySangham
provides vocational training and skill building geared for
women empowerment in 100 initial identified villages and
communities. The service aims to strengthen the economic
and social stability of the nation by empowering India's masses
with vocational skills in a fast paced, cost-effective, scalable
way through an online platform

Impact Award Winner: Embrace Angel, hamesses the power
of mobile, internet, sensor. and big-data technologies to cater
to the need for neo-natal care in non-urban (tier 2/3 markets)
where an app allows healthcare and medical professionals to
extend their support from a central set of pooled resources to
distant locations.

Impact Award Winner: Rang de Habba. an eStorefront for
ethnic products, with a focus on supporting local women
artisans. The goal is to also increase the value retention to the
artisans who are otherwise exploited by more commercial
brands and platforms, popular in the market

Students

Innovation Challenge Award Winner: BodhaGuru. creates
self-leaming products, immersive mobile based learning apps.
videos and a book publishing piatform to make learning for
children from KG 1o 8th grade Interesting, relevant and
affordable. Focuses on developing creative thinking in children
through storytelling

Impact Award Winner: Fundamentor. uses gamification to
build and instill ife skills for young children in third through
ninth grade. The service focuses on analytical, verbal
reasoning and critical thinking skills.

Impact Award Winner: Letsintemn, provides students from
tier 2-3 cities with internship opportunities by connecting them
with small to medla sized businesses via an online portal.

Migrants

Innovation Challenge Award Winner: Helper4U. an online
database of jobs that matches semi-skilled migrants in specific
categories with potential employers. Focused on tackliing a
large need to create transparency, and help migrants workers
find jobs by cutting out the middleman who take a large portion
of their salary as commission

Impact Award Winner: Mygram empowers migrants by
helping them secure a digital identity. The SM
service s targeted for users who are new to the intemet

Whenever somebody sends you an emall, you will receive an
SMS va
phone-number>@mygram in

a8

th a link 10 that mail. Their email address is <your-

Impact Award Winner: mHS City Labs. provides a oniine
reposttory of resources and technical tools for migrants who
are involved in low-cost construction and may lack guidance on
basic engineering workmanship. Goal is to improve their skill
set through how-1o tutorials.

The challenge was judged by

« Arun Bansal, SVP & Head of Radio, Ericsson
« Chris Daniels, VP, Internet org/Facebook

« Ameet Suri, Partnerships Manager, Intemet org/Facebook
« Raj Tallurl, SVP of Product Management, Qualcomm

[T [ 2270 pecpe e i, 5o ettty i

https://press.internet.org/2015/10/20/innovationchallengeindia/
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Facebook awards $1.2 million to
local start-ups for Innovation
Challenge

Facebook still wants Internet org to happen, and today it handed prizes to 12 startups as part of this
plan, reports Tech in Asia

e

hin Asia

ast Updated at 16.4€

ALSO READ

k tried to bring “free” internet to India several
Zuckerberg to visit India on Oct
28, first after Internet.org.
rebranding

months ago and was shot down for its violation of net
neutrality. Internet org was seen as the company’s way of
endorsing specific sites for those who were signed up for
the scheme. Essentially, critics explained, Intermet org

How 2,000 Facebook likes
helped launch start-up Get

cl

i) would tum the internet into a series of subscription-based
Atreatise on Internet channels and the grand, utopian vision that the 21st
Letters: Facebook for century held for the possibilities of the world wide web
everyone

would be qone.

In response, Facebook last month renamed Internet org to
“Free basics" and opened up the A
developers to create apps that would work with its
scheme

to allow other

The social network company also launched the Innovation
Challenge, an initiative to encourage the development of
apps that would work with Intemet org. The challenge was
split up into four categories of people that Facebook
decided could use help from online tools: farmers, women,
students, and migrants.

Facebook today presented one $250,000 Innovati allenge award and two $25,000 Impact
awards across each of the four categories. The company handed out a total of $1.2 million. Here's
the list of winners:

Farmers category

The Innovation Challenge Award for farming was presented to Ekutir, which supplies farmers with
information on how to enhance their farming practices. It includes a tool that analyses soil and a
programme that provides information on crops, soil type, seed selection and best practices for
seed preparation

Meanwhile, Farmily, a social marketplace for farmers, and Farmalytics, which uses things like soil
sensors to provide analytics about farms, both won Impact Awards.

Women's category
The Innovation Challenge Award for women was won by

VA TECHNASIA
MySangham, a crowdsourcing platform for skill

development. It allows job-seeking women to leam new skills from online courses and connect with
interested employers

This is an excerpt from Tech in Asia. You can read the article he
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Naidu seeks preliminary smart city
plan before December

Ericsson India Q3 sales up 81% at
SEK 3.6 billion

“India can become number one
tourist destination by identifying
and promoting.

#HappyBdayPM: Twitterati wishes
Narendra Modi on his 65th birthday

The winners of Facebook’s ion Challe in India were

announced on Tuesday. Winners will get $2,50,000, and Facebook has picked 12 m

people in four categories.

The winners of Facebook’s Intemet.org Innovation Challenge in India were announced on
Tuesday. Winners will get $2,50,000, and Facebook has picked 12 innovators across four
categories: Farmers, Women, Students and Migrants.

Four people in each category were awarded the Innovation Challenge Award and two out of
these have been given the Impact Award. The challenge was to design apps, website, service

or generate ideas which would help in connecting people across India to the Internet.

The Innovation Award winners in the Farmer category was eKutir, an app that provides

farmers with tools and resources and other necessary help during farming. mySangham won

the prize in Women category. The app provides vocational training for women empowerment
Civic body seeks people’s  Digital India - A plethora
views to book spot in of opportunities for the IT
final ‘Smart sector

in various identified communities and villages.

BodhaGuru won in the students category and it creates self-learning products, apps, videos

and a book publishing platform to make leaming interesting for children from KG till class 8.

HelperaU was declared the winner in the Migrants category. The app creates an online

database of jobs that match semi-skilled migrants in specific categories with potential

employers. 1BM develops solutionsto  PM Modi's US visit: 7
cater to Digital India MoUs signed to boost
startups in.

Two Impact Award prizes were declared in each category and Farmily and Farmalytics won
the same in the Farmer category. While, Farmily enables farmers to reach new buyers and
negotiate prices for their products; Farmalytics aims to make precision farming easy with

the help of sensor technology.

Embrace Angel and Rang de Habba won the Impact Award prizes in the Women category.
The first provides healthcare in rural areas by medical professionals and the second supports

women artisans.

In the student category, Fundamentor won the Impact Award. It helps class 9 students in
increasing their analytical, verbal, reasoning skills via games. LetsIntern is the second app to
win in the student category and it provide students from 2 and 3 tier cities with internship

opportunities.

In the Migrants category, the first Impact Award was announced for Mygram, which helps in
securing the digital identity of migrants by sending them a message on their phones
whenever they receive an e-mail. The second winner was mHS City Labs, which provides

technical assistance to migrants who may lack guidance on basic engineering workmanship.

The challenge was judged by Arun Bansal (SVP & Head of Radio, Ericsson), Chris Daniels (VP,
Internet.org/Facebook), Ameet Suri (Partnerships Manager, Internet.org/Facebook), Raj

Talluri (SVP of Product Management, Qualcomm).
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BodhaGuru Learning Private Limited, Ed-tech start-up in Hyderabad, has won Facebook’s
Internet.org Innovation Challenge of $ 2,50,000 (INR 1.62 Crore) in the Student's category. The
goal of this challenge was to recognize organizations that are working to make the Internet more
relevant for students, women, farmers and migrant workers in India with the help of innovative
locally relevant apps, websites and online services that provide real value for the members of
these important communities.

Team BodhaGuruhas designed more than 1000 2D/3D animated videos (including short stories,
detailed animated videos), 60+ practice apps and 250+ interactive books for Class 1-8 Science,
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